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against the English rulers of Acadia. He exercised a
tyrannical sway over the minds of the simple and superstitious
French peasants, inflaming them against the Protestant
heretics, and holding out threats and eternal punishment if
they gave in their allegiance to the enemies of the Holy
Catholic Church. This extraordinary man, whose ideas of
Christianity seem to have been strangely warped, entered into
friendly relations with the Indian tribes, and incited them to
murderous raids upon defenceless homesteads of English
settlers for the sake of scalps and booty. Under his influence
Acadian peasants left their ploughs or workshops, and
shouldered their muskets side by side with the bloody
tomahawks of their savage allies. Among these bands of
scalp-hunters there were also many French trappers and
backwoodsmen, who found that the hair of English men and
women fetched as good prices in certain quarters as beaver-
skins and the fur of wild beasts. Many horrible murders,
sometimes amounting to massacre, took place on the borders
of Maine and Acadia, until at last the English Governors
resolved to" have no more of it.

Cornwallis, the Governor of Halifax, called together a
meeting of representative citizens of Acadia, and put to them
very clearly that unless they agreed to take the oath of
allegiance to King George, and abide by it loyally, severe
punishment would follow. With the exception of a few, how-
ever, they refused to take the oath.

. The consequences were tragic and lamentable. The stern
decree went forth that the Acadians were to be banished for
ever from the homes they loved so well, and from the land
they had made so prosperous with^ fair fields of golden corn
and meadows of rich pasture. General Monckton seized 400
men at Beausejour, the other, inhabitants escaping into the
wilderness around* The' inhabitants of Annapolis were cap-
tured by Major Handfield, and Captain Murray surrounded
the little town of Piziquid, and obtained the surrender of the
helpless people.